
Farncombe 02 - Winkworth And Busbridge

ROUTE INFORMATION

ROUTE LENGTH 8.205 miles

ASCENT 725 ft

DESCENT 721 ft

HILLS  39.0% |  45.9% |  15.1%

TERRAIN Mixed 

START LAT: 51.196790, LNG: -0.604491

NOTES

This route sets out from Farncombe rail station and heads south to Winkworth Arboretum, which is
owed by the National Trust. The walk follows a public footpath through the arboretum but you can
explore more widely if you are member or buy an admission ticket (see the National Trust website for
details.) The walk then follows a largely cross country route to Godalming before returning to
Farncombe rail station.
At 8.2 miles, this is a fairly lengthy walk, but it can be split into three, shorter sections by using the 42
bus to go to/return from the following points:
- Winkworth Arboretum (main entrance) at 3.6 miles
- Busbridge lane (where the footpath emerges onto Quartermile Road) at 6.3 miles.
At Farncombe, the bus stop is in St John's Street, on the left, just past the church.
There can be an hour or two between busses and there is no Sunday service so you are advised to
check the timetable before setting off.
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ROUTE DIRECTIONS

No Miles Turn Directions

1 0.004 
Leave the station via the Portsmouth bound platform 2 and walk forward along the
station access road.

2 0.034

At the end of the station approach, cross the road and bear to your right before turning
immediately left into St John's Street.
(If you want some refreshment before starting your walk, Farncombe cafes and shops
are close by on your right.)

3 0.088

Opposite The Coop supermarket, turn left onto the footpath by the church.
(If you wish to use the 42 bus to split the walk into sections, don't turn down the footpath
but continue along St John's Street. The bus stop can be found, on your left, just past the
church.)

4 0.136  Go through the arch and continue forward to the road.

5 0.183  Cross the Oval/Fern Road and continue forward along the footpath.

6 0.364 

At the main road (Meadrow) cross over and continue forward along Catteshall Road.
(There is a light controlled crossing slightly to your right to help you cross.)

7 0.506 

Cross over a small stream, then the River Wey Navigation and then the river Wey itself.
(There is a cafe by the river at the boathouse next to the River Wey Navigation.)

8 0.672

Continue forward to cross another, fast flowing stream. Almost immediately, cross
Lammas Road and then bear slightly left to continue forward along Catteshall Road.
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No Miles Turn Directions

9 0.712  Continue forward at the cross roads.

10 0.774 At the T-junction, turn left (Catteshall Lane).

11 0.825 At the black and white cottage, turn right.

12 0.878 At the metal gates, bear left and continue to follow the road (signed 'Public Bridleway'.)

13 1.064

After passing a high wall on your right, you will come to another gate (Catteshall Farm).
Do not go through the gate but bear left to follow the bridleway.

14 1.644 
Continue upward along the path for about half a mile. When the path becomes surfaced,
keep forward for another 300 yards until you meet a road.

15 1.751 
At the Road (Munstead Heath Road) continue forward along the path on the other side of
the road.

16 1.938  At the cross paths, do a very slight left and right to continue forward.

17 2.134

At the road (Alldens Lane), turn left.

18 2.197
In about 100 yards, as the road bends to the left, turn right up a couple of steps, through
the gate and then straight ahead along the footpath.

19 2.572 
The path descends through woodlands. Keep forward, ignoring any side paths, to a stile.
Cross the stile and keep forward through the clearing.
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No Miles Turn Directions

20 2.687

As you approach a house ahead, turn right to go through the wooden gate and then
immediately left to follow the fenced path.

21 2.728  Continue forward along the surface driveway, bearing slightly right and down to the road.

22 2.769 At the road (Thorncombe Street), turn right and follow the road for about 100 yards.

23 2.824
As you climb the hill, just round the bend to the right and before the road bends to the
left, keep a look out for the 'Permissive Path' on your right. Go through the gate and turn
left to follow the path.

24 3.017
The path follows closely parallel to the road for about 300 yards. At the end of the path,
go through the small gate and rejoin the road. Do not go through the larger gates .

25 3.046

In another 70 yards, turn right along the footpath into Winkworth Arboretum. Charges
apply if you wish to explore but you can pass through on the public footpath.
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No Miles Turn Directions

26 3.070

Bear left and then right to follow the gravel track. Do not turn left onto the grassy track.
(The public footpath through the Arboretum is marked with yellow arrows. However, the
signage is not comprehensive and so detailed directions are given here.)

27 3.117
At the seat, bear right to follow the track, keeping the lake to your left.

28 3.237
Pass more seats overlooking the lake and then, at the boathouse, turn right.

29 3.266

After 50 yards, turn first left.

30 3.321

The path climbs the hill, curving gently to the left. Opposite the trees on the right and
before the path curves to the right, bear left along the unsigned, grassy path.
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No Miles Turn Directions

31 3.363 
At the seat, continue forward, up the steps

32 3.385

At the top of the steps, bear left for a couple of paces and then turn immediately right up
a few shallow steps.

33 3.449 
Continue forward to the four-way finger post. Go straight on at the finger-post, signed to
'Tea Rooms and Exit'.

34 3.535 

At the visitors welcome point, continue forward to the road.
(If you are a member and have your card, you may like to register your visit here.
Non-members can purchase a ticket to explore the arboretum.)

35 3.638 

Keep forward, across the car park, to the road (Hascombe Road.) Cross the road and
continue forward along the lane ahead (South Munstead Lane.)
(If you wish, you can split the walk into section by using the 42 bus to return to
Farncombe. Wait for the bus on the other side of the road, slightly to your right, opposite
the main entrance to the Arboretum. There is no bus stop sign but a time table can be
found on the gate post of the car park entrance.)
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No Miles Turn Directions

36 3.763

In a little over 200 yards, where the lane bends sharp right, take the track on left to leave
the lane.

37 3.832 

After a further 100 yards, continue straight forward down the narrow path. (Do not go
through any of the 3 gates.)

38 4.017
The track heads down into a dip, then, bending right, back up the other side. (Ignore the
minor path on your left.)

39 4.126
At the summit, continue forward down a gentle slope through pine trees. (Could you be
in Scotland?!)

40 4.302

At the bottom, continue forward where a path joins from the right and then bear right to
follow the main track up the hill.
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No Miles Turn Directions

41 4.602

Climb the hill and, at the top, take the narrow path on the left leading to Salt Lane. (The
path is easily missed. It is very minor compared to the track you are on that continues
forward, turning gently to the right.)

42 4.646 At the road, turn right and then, almost immediately, bear right along Clock Barn Lane.

43 4.993

Pass the Cheshire Home and its post-box on your left and, after a further 150 yards, look
out for metal gates on both sides of the road. Just past the metal gates on your left, turn
left along the footpath.

44 5.247 Bear right to follow the drive.

45 5.308  At the road (Hambledon Road) cross straight over and continue forward along the drive.

46 5.478 

At the stables, leave the surfaced drive to continue forward along the footpath.
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No Miles Turn Directions

47 5.924

The path drops down to cross the dam at the end of a lake. The lake is difficult to see but
you will hear the sound of running water. As the path starts to climb on the other side,
ignore the path on your left and continue forward along the main path which bends to the
right.

48 6.018  Continue forward ignoring the minor paths on your left and right.

49 6.281

At the road (Quartermile Road), turn right, cross the roads and take the footpath ahead
that turns left behind the trees to run parallel to Busbridge Lane.
(If you wish to use the 42 bus to split the walk into sections, the bus stop can be found
immediately to your left as you emerge onto Quartermile Road.)

50 6.404
At the end of the footpath, which bends left to rejoin the road, turn right along Busbridge
Lane.

51 6.495

At the cross roads (Park Road) cross over and take the footpath which appears ahead of
you and slightly to your right.

52 6.612 At then end of the footpath, turn left and then immediately right into Grosvenor Road.









Page 10



No Miles Turn Directions

53 6.791

At the end of Grosvenor Road, which is a dead end for vehicles, go through the gap in
the hedge and into the park. Turn right and follow the path that skirts the park.

54 6.985

Go round the left hand bend at the end of children's playpark and then turn sharp right
through either of the gates in the wooden fence on your right hand side. The first takes
you down some shallow but rather uneven steps. The second, after a few steps, goes
down a slope.

55 7.047 Drop down the steep path and, at the bottom, bear left along the road (Latimer Road.)

56 7.099

At the T-junction, turn left (Croft Road) and then almost immediately right down the
footpath.

57 7.133
Follow the footpath as it bends right to run parallel to the busy Godalming relief road
(Flambard Way.) Continue to the light controlled crossing.
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No Miles Turn Directions

58 7.174

Cross at the road and turn left through the brick arch then immediately right down the
road (Queen Street) towards the shops.

59 7.230
At the T-junction, turn right along Godalming High Street.
(You will find a good selection of cafes, pubs and shops along the High Street.)

60 7.293 At The Sun pub, bear left.

61 7.366

62 7.390

63 7.409

Continue to the end of the shops and cross the road (The Burys) towards the former
church. Bear to the right and then immediately left, passing the roundabout on your right,
and cross the river bridge ahead.
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No Miles Turn Directions

64 7.618 

At the next roundabout, cross the road (Chalk Road) and follow the shared-use pathway
that runs to the right of the builders' merchants.

65 7.711 At the end of the shared-use path, bear left along the road (Marshall Road.)

66 7.765  Continue forward (Marshall Road.)

67 7.970
At the next junction (Lower Manor Road) cross to the seat and continue along footway
on the other side of the road. (Do not cross the footbridge.)

68 8.023 

At the far end of Marshall Road, continue forward along the narrow alleyway slightly to
your left.

69 8.084

The alleyway emerges at the shops of Farncombe.
(There are cafes and shops here if you need some refreshment before returning home.)
The London platform is to your left, across the level-crossing and then immediately right.
The Portsmouth bound platform is to your right.

70 8.205
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ROUTE PHOTOS
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